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Purpose. The main purpose of the article is to define the concept of “interview”, and to highlight its main
genre modifications and discursive characteristics.

Methods. The research was carried out using certain methods: analysis of lexicographic sources
and dictionary definitions, discourse analysis method, and pragmalinguistic analysis method.

Results. In today’s conditions, the focus of the philological paradigm on the study of the problems
of generation and functioning of multidirectional genres that make up the mass media corpus, in particular,
interviews, seems to be particularly promising among linguistic research. As one of the most common types
of mass media discourse, the interview plays a significant role in fulfilling a socially oriented task, enabling
the audience to receive socially significant information from the source.

The article examines the specifics of one of the most widespread genres of the modern media space —
the interview, which plays a significant role in fulfilling a socially oriented task. It is thanks to interviews that
the audience receives socially significant information from the primary source.

The article provides a detailed analysis of the formation of the conceptual boundaries of the terminological
unit “interview”.

Along with outlining the semantic scope of the term, the author also presents modern approaches to
the classification of genre modifications of the interview, which form its main body in journalism.

The author of the article pays considerable attention to the interview as a discursive practice, which is
characterized by a peculiar structure, method of organization, and social functioning.

Conclusions. The genre modifications and discursive features of the television talk show mentioned in the article
contribute to the formation of a kind of harmonious space, which is an informative and entertaining interaction
aimed, on the one hand, at obtaining certain information from the interviewee by the interviewer, and on the other
hand, at transmitting this information to the audience orally through the television broadcasting system.

Key words: interview, discourse, interview structure, genre features of the interview, discursive features
of the interview.
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Merta crarri. PoGoTa npucBsiueHa 10CIiIKEHHIO TIOHSTTS «IHTEPB’10», HOTr0 OCHOBHHX JKaHPOBHX 0CO-
OnmMBOCTEH Ta TUCKYPCUBHUX O3HAK.
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Metoau. [locmikeHHsI BHKOHAHE 3 BAKOPUCTAHHIM NIEBHUX METOJIIB: aHANI3Y JIEKCUKOTpapiuHUX JKEepel
1 CJIOBHHKOBHX JE(iHIIIN, METOAY JUCKYPCHOTO aHAIi3y, METOAY MParMajJiHTBiCTHIHOTO aHATi3y.

Pe3ysabrarn. B ymoBax cTpiMKOro HayKOBO-TEXHIYHOTO IPOTPECY HPOBIIHUM THUIIOM AUCKYPCY € Tele-
Bi3iliHMI muckypc. TeneBi3iiHUN AMCKYpC 3HAYHO BILUIMBAE HA PO3BUTOK CYYaCHOTO CYCIIIIBCTBA, OCKUIBKU
(hopmye cBiTOmIS HOTO YieHIB. Meia BIUTMBAIOTh Ha CIIPUUHSITTS JIHCHOCTI 1 € OCHOBHUM JIKEPEIOM CTaH-
JapTiB 1 HOPM TIOBEIIHKU 3aBISKH BUKOPHCTAHHIO PI3HOMAHITHUX CTPATErii 1 TAKTUK MOBJICHHEBOTO BILJIHBY
1 MaHIMyMOBaHHA. SIK OUH 13 MOMKPEHNX Pi3HOBH/IIB MACMEIIHHOTO IUCKYPCY 1HTEPB IO BiIrpae BasKIHBY
1 3HAUYIIy POJIb Y BUKOHAHHI COINIAIGHO CIIPSMOBAHOTO 3aBIAHHS, YMOXKIIHBIIIOIOUA OTPUMAHHS ayJTUTOPIEI0
CYCIUIBHO 3HAYYMIO1 iH(opMariii.

VY crarTi JOCTiKYIThCS 0COOIUBOCTI OHOTO 3 HANMOMIMPEHIIINX KaHPIB CY4aCHOTO MEIialnpoCTOpy —
1HTEPB 10, KU BiJirpae BayKIIMBY POJIb y BUKOHAHHI COLIIaJIbHO OPi€HTOBaHUX 3aBaaHb. CaMe iHTEpB’IO Ja€
MOKJIMBICTD IVIsIIauaM Ta ciyxadaM OTPUMATH OPUTiHAIbHY 3MICTOBHY iH(OpMAILiIO.

VY cTarTi TaKoX MPEICTaBICHO OCMHUCICHHS KaHPOBHX OCOOIMBOCTEH IHTEPB 10, OKPECICHO CEMAHTUKY
TepMiHa, BUCBITICHO CyYacHI Miaxoan A0 kKiacudikamii ioro Moaudikariii.

3HauHy yBary aBTOpKa MpPUILISE BUCBITICHHIO 1HTEPB’IO K AWCKYPCHBHOI NPAKTHUKU 3 BIACTUBOIO i
CTPYKTYPOIO, CIIOCOO0OM OpraHi3allii Ta ComiagbHUM (QYyHKI[IOHYBaHHSIM.

BucHoBku. Po3misiHyTi y cTarTi )kaHpOBI 0COONMBOCTI Ta TUCKYPCHUBHI O3HAKW TEIEBi3iHHOTO TOK-IIOY
CTIPUSIOTH (POPMYBAHHIO CBOEPIHOTO TapMOHIHHOTO TMPOCTOPY, IO SBIsE cOOO0 iH(OpMaIiiiHO-po3Ba-
JKaJTbHYy B3a€EMOJIIO0, CTIPSIMOBAHY HE JIMIIE Ha OTPUMAaHHS TEBHOI iHpopMaIllii, a i Ha mepemady ii ayguTopii
B yCHIif (hopMi "epe3 crucTeMy TeleBi3iifHOTO MOBIICHHS.

KuarouoBi cjioBa: iHTEpB 10, IUCKYPC, CTPYKTYpa iIHTEPB 10, )KaHPOBI 0COOIMBOCTI IHTEPB 10, TUCKYPCUBHI
O3HaKH 1HTEPB 0.

1. Introduction

Nowadays the cases of using the term “interview” have been identified in various areas. In a broad
sense, an interview is considered to be a job interview, a patient interview at a doctor’s appointment,
an interrogation to clarify the circumstances of a court case, official negotiations, sociological sur-
veys, marketing surveys, etc. Sociology uses interviews as one of the most accurate and objective
methods of collecting sociological information based on verbal social and psychological interaction
between the interviewer and the respondent to obtain data of interest to the researcher (Sotsiolohiia:
pidruchnyk dlia studentiv VNZ, 2003: 512). In journalism, an interview is defined as a verbal com-
munication between a journalist and one or more people to obtain information and meet the informa-
tion needs of society (Sotsiolohiia: pidruchnyk dlia studentiv VNZ, 2003, 2003). Being widespread
in the communication practice of society, the interview as a method is one of the activities by which
a journalist collects information.

The diversity of forms and the polydiscursive nature of the interview are reflected in C. Briggs
dictum that “the interview has become a powerful force in modern society. From the moment we
are born, we are approached by teachers, psychologists, employers, and we listen to interviews on
the radio and television” (Briggs, 1990: 1), and is confirmed by the definition in M. McCutcheon’s
Roget’s Superthesaurus: “INTERVIEW — questions and answers, inquiry, press conference, probe,
talk, conference, exchange, meeting, dialogue, examination, hearing” (McCutcheon, 2010: 30).

It is worth noting that the genealogy of the word interview goes back to entrevoir (translated from
French as “to see a glimpse”) and s entrevoir (translated from French as “to visit each other”). The
first interviews in the history of journalism are analogous to conversations between representatives
of the upper social classes at a time when most diplomatic communication was carried out by cor-
respondence.

2. Semantic notion of interview

The study of interviews makes it necessary to define the semantic scope of the concept denoted
by the verbal unit inferview. In our research we will turn to its dictionary definitions in English
lexicographical sources, because comparing dictionary definitions makes it possible to identify
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the coinciding characteristics of a word, and the correlation of the scope of concepts makes it possible
to determine secondary, but no less significant characteristics along with the actual features. The
procedure of definitional analysis also takes into account such an important factor as the degree
of identification, since in modern lexicographic practice, interpretations of word meanings are most
often given in the order of their importance and frequency of use by the language community.

Various English dictionaries provide from 2 to 4 meanings of a word:

— 1. a formal consultation usually to evaluate qualifications (as of a prospective student or
employee); 2.a. a meeting at which information is obtained (as by a reporter, television commenta-
tor, or pollster) from a person; b. a report or reproduction of information so obtained (Meriam Web-
ster online, 2024);

— 1. a formal meeting in which one or more persons question, consult, or evaluate another person:
a job interview; 2. a meeting or conversation in which a writer or reporter asks questions of one or
more persons from whom material is sought for a newspaper story, television broadcast, etc.; 3. the
report of such a conversation or meeting (Kernerman English Multilingual Dictionary, 2024);

The widespread modern lexical and semantic variant that identifies the interview as a journalistic
genre is also confirmed by the Great Explanatory Dictionary of the Modern Ukrainian Language,
where it is defined as “a genre of journalism, a conversation between a journalist and a political, pub-
lic or other figure on topical issues” (Slovnyk ukrainskoi movy v 11 tomakh, 2024).

Theoretical and practical developments on the effectiveness of public broadcasting show a grow-
ing interest in defining interview as a type of public dialogue, the social significance of the inter-
viewer, his or her role in shaping public consciousness, and compliance with the requirements
and needs of the audience. For example, according to French experts, an interview is “a jour-
nalistic initiative that involves questioning a famous person or an anonymous person to find out
information, explanations, and positions that make sense only if they are reported by that person,
and then to pass on the collected information to a clearly defined audience in the form of questions
and answers” (Tekhnika interviu: zbirnyk navchalnykh materialiv, 2003: 12). It is also believed
that “an interview is an information genre that is designed to convey the position, view, attitude,
assessment, commentary of a key person about an event, situation, or problem” (Chekmyshev,
2004: 112). According to the German researcher Siegfried Weischenberg, “interview records
the statements of certain individuals on certain topics, as well as information about the individu-
als themselves” (Weischenberg, 2011: 64).

3. Genre modifications of interviews

The genre organization of speech plays an important role in the processes of social interaction: it
supports the social orientation of communicators, without which the success of their actions would
hardly be possible. Orientation in the goals and forms of communication, in the distribution of social
and communicative roles assumed by the genre-organized speech, makes it possible to predict
the course of communication, plan it correctly, respond adequately to the communicative actions
of partners, and ultimately achieve the intended goals. Thus, according to the objectives, the research-
ers distinguish: 1) informational interview, which aims to inform about events and facts. Its varieties
are operational interviews, street interviews, and blitz interviews; 2) investigative interview aimed
at in-depth research of a particular event or problem; 3) portrait or professional interviews, the subject
of which can be a person who has proven himself or herself in any sphere of public life and is popular
among the general public.

Experts consider a type of portrait interview to be a celebrity interview, which contains a signifi-
cant amount of personal information and is less informative in terms of social and political signifi-
cance. This type of interview can be as close as possible to a conversation and include many elements
of this genre, but it is always more structured, has a more rigid concept, and is result-oriented, which
is reflected in the manner of talking to the interviewee.

34



Bunycx XCVI

Issue

Of some scientific interest is the classification of interview according to the degree of formality,
where the closest to the norm is the interview protocol, and the least formal is the interview with
the stars. Such a criterion acts as a modifier of verbal and non-verbal communication parameters.

Based on the personal characteristics and qualities of communicators, researchers differentiate
interview according to the status and role position of the journalist and the interviewee, their social
and psychological proximity, represented by two types of interpersonal relations, namely, dominance
and equality. Thus, unlike most “celebrity” interviews, in which the interviewer demonstrates “equal-
ity”” with the star, using the first name and emphasizing their proximity to the audience and “acces-
sibility”, political and protocol interviews are characterized by a communicative situation of “domi-
nation”.

Among the main factors that determine the genre specificity of an interview are: the degree of polit-
icization, duration (volume), degree of structure, amount of personal information discussed, level
of information containing conflict, degree of national orientation of the interview, degree of straight-
forwardness of information interpretation, tendency to dominate in communication, conditions for
changing the roles of the communicants. However, among the general criteria on which the genre
paradigm of the interview is based, most researchers single out the structural and compositional
organization: introduction, main part, conclusion, thematic deployment (monothematic, polythematic
interview), targeted focus of the interview, verbal and non-verbal (in TV interviews) components
of the interaction of communicators, compliance with etiquette norms of communication, compliance
with language norms, dynamics of emotionality of the dialogue, interview length, types of speech acts
used.

4. Discursive features of interviews

The linguistic literature also interprets an interview as a special type of discourse that results from
the joint linguistic and extralinguistic activity of two or more individuals on a significant topic for
the publication in media, with both communicators directing and regulating their chosen communi-
cation strategies and tactics in accordance with their communicative goal and taking into account
the communicative situation (Chovhaniuk, 2017: 15). As we can see, the analytical procedure for
defining an interview from the standpoint of discourse involves taking into account the human factor
in the broadest sense of the word.

Some scientists emphasize the communicative specificity of this discourse, namely, double com-
municativeness because during the interview, two communicative tasks are solved: the first is focused
on obtaining certain information from the interviewee and corresponding comments, and the second
is aimed at transmitting this information to the audience. As a result, the interviewer performs two
communicative roles and is, on the one hand, an interlocutor who participates in a dialog, and on
the other hand, a moderator who coordinates the course of communication. As a result of the com-
municative tasks formulated in the interviewer’s questions and the definition of the thematic pro-
gram with the purpose, they are solved in the interviewee’s response by joining rematic cues. Thus,
the structural units of an interview are pairs of interviewer’s and interviewee’s remarks — dialogic uni-
ties characterized by close cohesion, a single goal and clear formal boundaries (Chovhaniuk, 2017:
42-43).

The interview as a journalistic discursive practice is characterized by a peculiar structure, method
of organization and social functioning and is built in accordance with certain rules. Despite the impos-
sibility of foreseeing all the factors that could potentially affect the interview process, many linguists
believe that its course is determined primarily by the socially significant topic and the choice of the par-
ticipants. The interviewer’s questions can be based on a pre-conceived scheme or the respondent’s
previous remark (the so-called “step-by-step development of the interview”). Unlike print media,
which provide for some editing of the interviewees’ statements, oral interviews (TV or radio inter-
views) do not exclude elements of spontaneity and improvisation.
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5. Conclusions

Aswe can see, the study of interview is inherent in its polyvector nature, since this genre is the subject
of keen scientific interest of a number of specialists in the field of philological knowledge. We believe
that it is promising to highlight the cognitive model of the discursive practice of interviewing to
identify the underlying cognitive mechanisms and determine the factors that influence the information-
processing process.
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