
82

«Південний архів» (філологічні науки)
„South Аrchive” (Рhilological Sciences)

UDC 82'42:821.111-94:[304.3(470)+304.3(477)]
DOI https://doi.org/10.32999/ksu2663-2691/2020-82-13

UKRAINIAN AND RUSSIAN REALIA IN A. ROYER’S MEMOIRS  
“ENGLISH PRISONERS IN RUSSIA”  

AS AN OBJECT OF LINGUOIMAGOLOGICAL RESEARCH

Moroz Andriy Anatoliyovych,
PhD in Philological Sciences,
Associate Professor at the Department  
of Foreign Languages and Methods of Teaching
Berdiansk State Pedagogical University
andriy7517@gmail.com
orcid.org/0000-0003-2671-774X

Purpose of this article is to consider the means of verbalizing the Russian realia in the memoirs by A. Royer “English Prisoners in 
Russia” in the linguoimagological aspect during the military events of 1853–1856 on the Crimean peninsula.

Methods. The research is based on the general scientific methods of synthesis, analysis, selection and systematization of the material. 
The work uses the linguoimagological method: a set of techniques and procedures of a comprehensive approach to image assessment 
in different languages to establish the laws of its verbalization. The descriptive method was also used – a system of research tools used 
to characterize language phenomena at the stage of its development. This is a method of synchronous analysis.

Results. In Alfred Royer’s memoirs, much space is given to the analysis of realia. It is the analysis, because the author tries not 
only to convey the sound of a word unknown to the English, but also to give it an interpretation. In the article the following definition 
of the term “realia” is used: realia are mono- and poly-lexical units whose basic lexical meaning is traditionally assigned to them  
(in terms of binary comparison) by a complex of ethno-cultural information alien to the objective reality of the language-receiver.  
In the article such realia as samovar, traktir, stoi, priama, sei chas, yamshchik and the incorrect proper name Poltova (instead of Poltava) 
are analysed in the linguoimagological aspect.

Conclusions. By the mid-nineteenth century, the Russian Empire was isolated from the rest of Europe. As evidence, the British did not 
know the realities that denoted life and were used in the everyday life of the inhabitants of the Russian Empire. Ways of realia’ interpretation 
in English are descriptive periphrasis and contextual interpretation. These means of reproducing Ukrainian and Russian realities fully 
convey the denotative meaning of the words, help the English reader better understand the life of the inhabitants of Southern Ukraine  
(at that time – a part of the Russian Empire), and in some way convey the local colour, adding a bright colouration to the used realities.
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Мета цієї статті – розглянути в лінгвоімагологічному аспекті способи вербалізації українських і російських реалій у мему-
арах офіцера англійського флоту А. Ройєра «Англійські полонені в Росії».

Методи. Дослідження базоване на загальнонауковій методиці синтезу, аналізу, добору та систематизації матеріалу. У робо-
ті використано лінгвоімагологічний метод: сукупність прийомів і процедур комплексного підходу до оцінки образу задля вста-
новлення законів її вербалізації у різних мовах. Також застосовувався дескриптивний метод – система методів дослідження, 
що вживаються для характеристики явищ мови на етапі її розвитку. Це метод синхронного аналізу.

Результати. Національна мова створює специфічне забарвлення реального світу, зумовлене культурною значущістю предметів, 
явищ, процесів, вибірковим ставленням до них носіїв мови-культури, яке породжується особливостями діяльності, способом життя 
і національної культури народу. Носії різних мов бачать світ крізь призму, підказану їм рідною мовою, змиряються з тим світобачен-
ням, яке їм диктує мова. У спогадах Альфреда Ройєра багато місця відводиться аналізу реалій. Це саме аналіз, адже автор намагається 
не лише передати невідому англійцям лексему, а й дати її тлумачення. У статті використовується таке визначення терміна «реалія»: 
моно- і полілексемні одиниці, основне лексичне значення яких вміщає (у плані бінарного зіставлення) традиційно закріплений за ними 
комплекс етнокультурної інформації, чужої для об’єктивної дійсності мови-сприймача. У лінгвімогіологічному аспекті проаналізовано 
такі реалії, як самовар, трактир, стой, прямо, сейчас, ямщик, а також неправильно зафіксована власна назва Poltova (замість Poltava).

Висновки. До середини ХІХ ст. Російська імперія була ізольована від решти Європи. Англійці не знали реалій, що позна-
чали побут і використовувалися в повсякденному житті мешканців Російської імперії. Способами інтерпретації проаналі-
зованих російських і українських реалій англійською мовою є дескриптивна перифраза та контекстуальне розтлумачення 
(інтерпретація) реалій. Ці способи відтворення безеквівалентної лексики повністю передають денотативне значення лексем, 
допомагають англійському читачеві краще зрозуміти життя мешканців Південної України (тоді – частини Російської імперії), 
а також певним чином відтворюють місцевий колорит, додаючи реаліям яскравого забарвлення.

Ключові слова: національна культура, дескриптивна перифраза, контекстуальне розтлумачення.
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1. Introduction
In recent years the problems of national mutual perception have become relevant in the domestic as well as European 

science of the humanitarian cycle. The main reason for this is the logic of the development of science itself, since without 
taking into account the characteristics of international reception it is impossible to understand general cultural laws, 
and, secondly, the process of globalization, as well as the desire of mankind to preserve and regulate the life of society 
as a multinational unity. Similar studies were carried out by scientists in the field of linguistic and cultural studies, 
ethnolinguistics, ethno-psycholinguistics and intercultural communication.

Interest to the description and study of interethnic perception’s issues has its own history of development. Large-scale 
works appeared in France, Great Britain, Russia, Ukraine, Germany, which studied the nature and structure of national 
images, stereotypes, myths, etc. (T. Denisova, E. Dubinina, L. Ivanova, T. Mikhed, D. Nalivaiko, V. Narivskaya, 
V. Orekhov, G. Sivachenko, V. Khorev).

Of particular interest from the position of linguoimagology is the Eastern War (1853–1856), in which the languages 
and cultures of Russians, British and French converged. V. Orekhov conducted a study of the imagological discourse 
of the Russo-Turkish War of 1853–1856 from the position of literary criticism (Орехов, 2010). N. Ishchenko defended 
her thesis on myth-making: “Myth-making in military discourse: the national myth of the Crimean War of 1853–1856 in 
the British literature of the second half of the 19th century” (Іщенко, 2008).

Purpose of this article is to consider the means of verbalizing the Russian realia in the memoirs by A. Royer “English 
prisoners in Russia” in the linguoimagological aspect during the military events of 1853–1856 on the Crimean peninsula. 
Such an issue has never been considered before in domestic or foreign linguistics.

From the perspective of linguistics, the image of the nation was considered in the works by L. Ivanova, who proposed 
the term “linguoimagology”: “Russian Berlin in the linguoimagological aspect” (Иванова, 2016), “Medialinguistics in 
the linguoimagological aspect” (Иванова, 2017a), “French literature and writers in the perception of the Russian writers 
of the 19th century” (Иванова, 2017b), “Synergetics of the images of the author and the main character in the literary text 
(linguoimagological aspect)” (Иванова, 2019).

The thesis by A. Tupchii (Тупчій, 2018) analyzes the image of England in the Russian language consciousness 
of the late 16th – the first half of the 19th century from the viewpoint of linguoimagology, too.

While showing the complex nature of assessing the enemy’s image, it is necessary to apply a special method to its 
analysis. This method should be based on accumulated linguistic knowledge, methods, techniques and approaches to 
the analysis of linguistic facts.

The linguoimagological method of studying the enemy’s image is a collection of techniques and procedures for 
an integrated approach to the assessment in different languages to establish the laws of its verbalization.

In order to analyze the linguoimagological aspect of the opposition of “Our” – “Alien” in this article, we use 
the descriptive method – the system of research methods used to characterize the phenomena of language at the stage 
of its development. This is a synchronous analysis method.

The use of the descriptive method consists of the following actions: at the first stage of the descriptive analysis, 
we disclose micro-texts containing an opponent’s assessment in the Russo-Turkish War of 1853–1856. Then we divide 
the micro-texts into sentences, phrases and, finally, realia. At the third stage, we interpret nominative-communicative  
(the first stage) and structural (the second stage) units. Structural interpretation is carried out using categorical and discrete 
analysis.

The method of discrete analysis is in the fact that the structural unit consists of small, then indivisible boundary 
signs.

The increasing globalization of the world is attracting peoples’ attention to one another. The image of a people 
or a country in the mind of another people is formed under the influence of three main factors: 1) objective reasons 
(historical, political, social); 2) subjective factors (personal impressions, experiences); 3) traditional ideas, stereotypes 
(Орехов, 2008: 7). All these factors and reasons are necessarily verbalized, that gives grounds for linguoimagology. When 
communicating with representatives of other nations, we necessarily assess them, extrapolating our opinion to the people 
as a whole.

2. What are the main goals of linguoimagology
First, a careful analysis and consideration of one’s view from the outside can serve to enrich national 

consciousness and deepen national self-knowledge. Second, knowing the details and peculiarities of someone else’s 
thoughts about oneself can help substantiate counter-argumentation if that thought seems controversial. Third, 
knowledge of the specific historical and cultural contexts in which the external image of the country was formed 
may prevent both the unconditional acceptance of this image and the complete rejection of it. Finally, fourth, 
an indication of the negative features of the image, that provided a constructive reaction to the criticism, can serve 
(self) improvement of the analyzed object.

Linguoimagology is closely related to the category of assessment. The problem of assessment is carefully studied in 
linguistics (N. Arutyunova, E. Wolf). It seems that the assessment of other peoples is realized by linguistic units of all 
levels of the language hierarchy, as well as by the use of precedent phenomena and means of intertextuality. Despite 
the stereotypes embodied in the popular consciousness, the assessment of the people and the country is not a constant but 
a changing category.

As the linguistic personality is reflected, according to the observations of Y. Karaulov, in all the texts there’s as much 
material as fiction, memoirs, epistolary, travel notes, containing description and assessment of other peoples and countries. 
They can serve for linguoimagological analysis.
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We have selected Alfred Royer’s memoirs “The English Prisoners in Russia” (Royer, 1854) for our analysis. This man 
was an officer in the Navy who was captured in 1854 near Odessa. The author describes in detail everything that he finds 
interesting for himself and his countrymen. He mentions not only something new, he also breaks established stereotypes 
about Russia in the mid-nineteenth century. As we know, this Royer’s work has not been translated into Ukrainian or 
Russian. The more relevant our research is. For the analysis, we have chosen the realia of the Ukrainian and Russian life, 
which, for the most part, looked somewhat strange and unprecedented to Europeans of the time. It seems that the process 
of borrowing by Europeans, on the one hand, and by Ukrainians and Russians on the other, was equally fruitful.

3. The significance of the Eastern War for the history of Russia
How important was the Crimean War (1853–1856) for Russia? In this respect, the concept of the so-called “nodal 

moments” of the Russian history, that is, the moments in which the main problems of its relation to the world and the world 
towards it were raised (Ким Ли Чун, 1998: 126).

The authors of this concept knowingly implement it mainly on the material of the 18–20th centuries, that is, characterize, 
if to follow the periodization of N. Berdyaev, “imperial” and “Soviet Russia” and distinguish the following “nodal points”: 
1) the era of Peter’s transformations; 2) 1812; 3) the Crimean War; 4) 1917; 5) the Second World War; 6) the collapse 
of the USSR (Ким Ле Чун, 1998: 126).

Thus, it should be noted that the Crimean War had a great impact on the development of the Russian Empire and its 
significant consequences. Royer’s memoires are full of Ukrainian and Russian realia. It can be said that the author 
concentrates on these “unknown terms” as many sentences are devoted to their descriptions.

4. The definition of the term “realia”. Its classification and ways of translation
So, what does the term “realia” mean? According to the definition of R. Zorivchak, the realia is “the basic unit 

of language, which contains a traditionally fixed set of information and serves to form the thought and transmission 
of messages in the sentence” (Зорівчак, 1989: 33).

From the proposed definition, it follows that this concept is a variable category, a relative one, which clearly 
appears in the binary contractual juxtaposition of specific languages (and cultures), and the volume of the realia 
of the source language is constantly changing depending on the vocabulary composition of the target language, 
peculiarities of the material and spiritual culture-perceiver, on the intensity of cultural and ethnic contacts 
of the respective linguistic groups.

How can realia be interpreted in another language? Based on a comparison of English-language translations 
of the Ukrainian prose with their originals, the researcher R. Zorivchak (Зорівчак, 1989: 93) singled out various 
ways of reproducing semantic-stylistic functions of realities by means of the language of translation: 1) transcription 
(transliteration); 2) hyperonymic renaming; 3) descriptive periphrasis; 4) combined renomination; 5) calque, full 
and partial; 6) interlingual transposition at the connotative level; 7) method of identification (substitution); 8) finding 
a situational correspondent (contextual translation); 9) contextual interpretation (interpretation) of realities.

5. Analysis of the Ukrainian and Russian realia in A. Royer’s memoirs “English prisoners in Russia”
In Alfred Royer’s memoirs, much space is given to the analysis of realia. The author tries not only to convey the sound 

of a word unknown to the English, but also to give it an interpretation. In doing so, the English officer sometimes 
makes mistakes, such as in the word Poltova, instead of the Ukrainian Poltava. From the Russian and Ukrainian life 
we find the realia of samovar and traktir: Here however we breakfasted, our tea being soon made with the assistance 
of the samovar. This is one of the most useful of Russian domestic implements, and very superior to our English urn. 
A funnel that passes through the centre of the urn, serves as a chimney to produce a draught of air, so that three pieces 
of charcoal, which are lighted outside the apartment, soon burn brightly, and in less than ten minutes the water boils, 
and is kept at the boiling-point as long as required (Royer, 1854: 76–77).

The realia is not highlighted graphically, but the author goes on to talk about the history of the samovar and its use. 
For the interpretation of the realia samovar the method of contextual interpretation was applied.

In interpreting the realia “traktir”, the contextual interpretation of “traktir de Londres” – “hotel” was also used, 
and the reality itself was taken in quotation marks: “I called the place an “hotel” at which we put up; this title however 
it did not assume, but was satisfied with the more modest denomination of “traktir de Londres” (which is, I suppose, 
a corruption of the German “traktirhaus”), as it only professed to provide refreshments (Royer, 1854: 82).

The realia that mean orders, namely, “to the right”, “to the left”, “to stand”, “now” are italicized and quoted.  
To interpret these realities, the method of descriptive periphrasis is used: When driving, there are certain words with which 
it is very necessary to be acquainted; for, although there is a rule as to which side of a road a carriage should keep, – just 
the opposite of our own, but which is the same all over the Continent, – Russian drivers do not appear always to conform 
to it; for I used frequently to hear our coachman call out to the carriages or waggons that we met, “Na prava!” (To your 
right!), “Na leva!” (To your left!) (Royer, 1854: 89–90).

Other linguistic material that interested Her Majesty’s Navy lieutenant were: “Stoї” and “Priama”: Besides the above-
mentioned Russian words, which I could not help learning, there are three more which are particularly useful to 
a traveller, and which I will here record: – 1. “Priama” go straight on; 2. “Stoї”, halt, stop; – these are useful in directing 
the yamtchik, or whipper of the horses (Royer, 1854: 89–90).

The realia “sei chas” is used several times. It seems to reproduce the nature of the Russian and Ukrainian state of mind:
In Russia, whatever request you make of a Russian, you are answered, “Sei chas” (immediately); but which you may 

infer to mean just the contrary, as the people are most dilatory in their operations (Royer, 1854: 88).
The realia “Sei chas” is also interpreted by means of a descriptive periphrasis.
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6. Conclusions
Thus, it should be concluded that because of the fact that by the mid-nineteenth century the Russian Empire was 

isolated from the rest of Europe, the British did not know the realities that denoted life and were used in the everyday 
speech by the inhabitants of the Russian Empire. Ways to interpret realities in English – descriptive periphrasis 
and contextual interpretation. These ways of reproducing Ukrainian and Russian realities fully convey the denotative 
meaning of the words, help the English reader to better understand the life of the inhabitants of Southern Ukraine  
(at that time – a part of the Russian Empire), and in some way convey the local colour, adding a bright colouration 
to the used realities.
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